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(b) The Relation of the Individual to the Whole.

The single self-conscious personality is continually sub-
jected to a double influence. On the one hand, it is always
affected by the general conditions of external nature, which
sometimes help and sometimes oppose the will. While the
independence of the Ego is thus limited by the constraint
of natural events, the whole course of the development of
will tends to free it from these restrictions./The case is
quite different with the second influence, which affects the
individual will in its inner development as well as in its.
outward expression/This influence consists in the volition
of other and like personalities, which the individual will1
encounters for the most part in the pursuit of similar ends \
an agreement of purpose which sometimes proves of ad-
vantage to the will, and sometimes involves it in conflict
with others or even with itself. The whole process assumes
a different aspect here on account of the like nature of the
forces acting upon each other; not only because the power
of the individual will can bring about its results only when
it finds itself in sufficient agreement with the general ten-
dency of other wills, but also and chiefly because the
individual will discovers itself to be an element in a total
will which supports it in its motives and ends. What
seemed from the individual's point of view like a sum of
distinct and even conflicting forces now reveals itself to
the full self-consciousness of the awakened personality as
a more comprehensive unity, within which each individual
reflects the motives and purposes that fill the whole. Here
we have repeated on a higher plane the same process,
through which the individual personality itself passed. The
Ego began by regarding all the content of consciousness
outside of the will as foreign to itself, and ended by re-
assimilating it in self-consciousness. So the individual